
Guideline for the future. 
Commitment to the regions. 



 The majority of the Lower Austrian population lives 
 in the rural area. 
 Most of the people denote the quality of life in 
 their federal province as being high. 
 The rural area has to be attractive in further time. 



Landscape is 
important for 
country-boundness. 
 
(vgl. IMAS-Umfrage, Presse, 
26.10.2008; Werte aus 
Eurobarometer) 



 A commitment of the Province of Lower Austria to 
 the sustainable development of the rural area 
 Framework for the ongoing policy work towards 
 living in the land 
Awareness for the rural area 
 

Goals of the Charter 



7 Areas of Life in the Charter 
1. Land Husbandry 
2. Location and Ecomomy 
3. Soil, Air, Water 
4. Culture and Knowledge 
5. Dwelling and Living 
6. Living Together 
7. Involve Citizens 

 



1. Land Husbandry 

Lower Austria is the most important 
province in agricultural production in 
Austria. 

Our farmers produce premium-quality 
foodstuffs, thus securing the 
preservation of the cultural landscape.  

Agriculture directly and indirectly creates 
many employment opportunities. 

 



2. Location and Economy 
Sustainable regions are distinguished by a high 
degree of self-sufficiency 

Targeted subsidies and competent service 
institutions for enterprises and founders of 
business 

Circulating economy – regional products 

Networking of agriculture, trade, services and 
tourism 



3. Soil, Air, Water 
Environmental quality means quality of life. 

Sustainable exploitation of the 
environment: 
local, healthfull foodstuffs 

Climate protection and preservation of our 
water are anchored in the Lower Austria 
Provincial Constitution.  



4. Culture and Knowledge 
Local educational institutes for 
children and adults 

Traditional and contemporary (youth) 
culture  

Climate of tolerance 

Theatre festival in summer: more than 
240.000 attendees. 



5. Dwelling and Living 

The rural community as the focus of living 

Centres are the core of the rural communities.  

Initiative of village and urban renewal: 
experience gained through more than 25 years: 
10.000 volunteers in over 600 non-profit 
organisations. 

 

 



6. Living together 

Healthcare system, Caretaking 
of children and seniors 

Obtaining income, especially 
for women 

Gender budgeting in 
communities 

 



7. Involve Citizens 

Work of many volunteers – identity 
of the town and solidarity with the 
land grows 

Local Agenda 21 called: „Gemeinde 
21“ – actual 45 communities 

Cooperation of communities 

 



Summary 

We have many „Best Practice – examples“ 

We need empowerment of the people 

Awareness for the rural area 

 


