
Agriculture and sustainable land use in Austria 

Anton Reinl 

Austrian Chamber of Agriculture 

Tulln, 26th march 2014 



EcoSocial Forum: first sustainability report of the 
Austrian agriculture 
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 Die österreichische Landwirtschaft im internationalen Vergleich 

  

 Download: 

http://www.oekosozial.at/uploads/tx_osfopage/Nachhaltigkeit_in_Zah

len_und_Fakten_01.pdf 

http://www.oekosozial.at/uploads/tx_osfopage/Nachhaltigkeit_in_Zahlen_und_Fakten_01.pdf
http://www.oekosozial.at/uploads/tx_osfopage/Nachhaltigkeit_in_Zahlen_und_Fakten_01.pdf


Environment – climate 



Environment – fertilisation 



Social – family farm 



Land use in Austria 1910 - 2000 

Agricultural area : 

1950 = 4,2 Mio. ha 

2000 = 3,4 Mio. ha 

Diff.  = - 0,8 Mio. ha 

Arable land: 

1950 = 1,8 Mio. ha 

2000 = 1,4 Mio. ha 

Diff.  = - 0,4 Mio. ha 

Source: Bruckmüller, E. et. al (2002) 

Forest : 

61/70 = 3,7 Mio. ha 

00/02 = 4,0 Mio. ha 

Diff.   = +0,3 Mio. ha 

Land use (ia 

Sealing) : 

ca. 20 ha / day ! 



Land use and soil sealing 

 Soil sealing: demand of agricultural areas for housing and 

infrastructure (EU 27: 275 ha per day)  

 Unsealed area is a carbon sink 

 Sealed area is a carbon source: 181-453 t CO2/ha and year 

 

 Compensation area:  

 Example (Austria): S 10: 22 km, 70 ha sealed area,180 ha 

compensation for nature protection etc) 

 

 

 

 



Austrian soil charta 2014   

  

 - will be signed on 27 March 2014 

 - Partners:  

 Austrian ministry of Agriculture 

 Austrian chamber of Agriculture 

 Austrian hail insurance company 

 Austrian Environmental agency 

 EcoSocial Forum 

 b5 – corporate soil compentence 

 Austrian Association of Municipalities  

 Austrian Research Centre for Forests 

 Climate Alliance Austria 

 Retail Association Austria 

 



Austrian soil charta 2014 - content 

  

 Awareness raising 

 

 Improve legal instruments  

 

 Respect soil protection at large scale projects 

 

 Revitalisation of town center  



CAP Reform 2014 - 2020: Greening 

  

 Set-aside: 10 % (Mc Sharry Reform 1992 to 2009)  

 2015: Greening  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5 % environmental focus area  = cereal export of EU (~ 20 Mio t) 

 

 

      

 

Obligatory and 30 % of 1 pillar payments 

 5 % environmental focus area (eg set aside)  

 freeze in permanent grassland 

 3 crop requirement (between 5 and 75 % of each crop) 



 110.274 farms participate at agri-environmental 

program  

 Out of 145.119 farms (= 76 %) with 89 % of area 

 

Austrian agri-environmental program (2012): soil 
related measures 

Participants hectars 

Greening arable land in winter 47.464 426.539 

Mulch and direct trilling 14.370 142.845 

Preventive soil and stretch of 
water conservation 

4.249 156.007 

Organic farming 20.454 413.856 



Source: TopAgrar 10/2006 

With less soil 

pressure you 

destroy less 



thank you for your attention! 
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