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Development anD Decline of 
transylvanian villages 
exemplified in dealu frumos / Schönberg

Based on the cooperation of Tu Wien with ion mincu university of architecture and 
urban planning in Bucharest, architect and planning students of Tu Wien are invited to 
participate in a summer school and to either participate in architectural design work-
shops, eu project development workshops and cultural heritage excursions. dealu 
frumos / schönberg is situated exactly in the centre of romania and part of the county 
sibiu/Hermannstadt.
Originally a German settlement founded by German immigrants in the 12th century. Until 
the end of the 20th century it was populated by ethnic German Romanians. During the 
1970ies and 1980ies the majority of village population followed the invitation to emigrate 
to Germany and only a reminder of primarily elder people remained in place. The establis-
hed village structures lost functionality and the rich cultural heritage is widely underused. 
In order to provide a contemporary use the medieval fortress serves as an external campus 
of Ion Mincu University and annual design workshops are hold here to revitalize the hund-
reds of buildings classified as cultural heritage in the municipalities nearby.

propose: 



location of summerschool:

Transilvania / Siebenbürgen dealu frumos / Schönberg 

Fig 1.  https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siebenbürgen#/media/File:Romania_ Fig 2.  Google Maps

Dealu Frumos / Schönburg 

Regions_Transylvania.jpg



every year summer schools with professionals from all over the world are invited to par-
ticipate in this process. for the years 2018 and 2019, Tu Wien students and teachers of 
Tu Wien are invited to take part in this process. depending on the participants interest 
the 7 to 14 days stay during July 2018 can be directed to architectural design, developing 
master plans or touristic concepts utilizing the cultural heritage of the region. The results 
of each year´s summer school will be published in a book of concepts and ideas. The 
costs for participation eventually will be overtaken from foundations and organizations
having an interest in preserving the region by an intensified European cooperation.
The church of schönberg is just one out of many objects demanding for revitalization.

medevial fortress in schönberg – location of summer school

Fig. 3  M. Breiling, Feb 2016



The protestant Church of schönberg

Fig. 4  M. Breiling, Feb 2016



delivery requests: 

exam, 2 eCTs
architect students can alternatively also produce sketches to building and implementa-
tion plans for restoration ventures directly in dealu frumos/schönberg or in the villages 
nearby. The plans and concepts should include possibilities on how the venture could be 
financed and what institutions or individuals should become responsible for carrying out 
restoration and renovation projects.

planning students will produce a written work of some 5000 words to a free selected 
subject in relation to the excursion. This may include current governance, planning or land 
use and resulting conflicts in revitalizing cultural heritage in Transsylvania. The implemen-
tation or nonimplementation of eu programs, the role of locals or former locals in dealu 
frumos/schönberg should demonstrate ways to improve the situation or possibilities of 
using and rearranging the local resources in a sustainable way.

supervising team an international team of supervisors – architecture, landscape 
architecture, urban planning, and artists - will be available during the time of the summer 
school



Contact: 
Di Dr. meinhard Breiling
department for urban design and landscape architecture
division for landscape planning
Technical university Vienna
erzherzog Johann platz 1; a-1040 Wien

Tel. +43-1-58801-26114/ fax: +43-1-58801-26199
e-mail: meinhard.breiling@tuwien.ac.at
www.landscape.tuwien.ac.at and www.breiling.org

administration: 

July 9th and 13th 2018 (extendable to July 20th)

Wednesday, May 16th,  1:00 - 5:00 pm  
Tu Wien, landsCape, seminarraum,  
erzherzong Johann platz 1, 1040 Wien

until May, 2nd 2018

Kick-off event: 

motivation: 

excursion: 




