






multipliers in the topic of soil art take 
place under the direction of the artist 
Irena Racek. This is a contribution of 
„our soil“ to the World Soil Day and the 
2015 Year of Soils. We owe the slogan 
„Painting with the Colours of the Earth“ 
to the soil scientist Dr. Michael Pollak 
from the wpa.

In order to be able to estimate the 
value of our soil correctly, we must 
know our soil, too. The Lower Austrian 
agricultural district authorities - techni-
cal department of rural development, 
have therefore ordered the drafting 
of a current soil type map of Lower 
Austria. The Federal Agency for Water 
Management, the University of Natural 
Resources and Applied Life Sciences 
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of agricultural and forestry soils. This 
map is easily accessible as a print 
version under www.unserboden.at.

On the occasion of the Tulln soil mee-
ting, Brian Oldreive from Zimbabwe 
has stated the four working principles 
of Foundation for Farming for the cre-
ation of added value:

•	 on time
•	 with the highest standard
•	 without waste
•	 with joy

It is „on time“ to recognize our soil as 
the primary base of production and 
life, to appreciate the value of soil, and 
to sensibly use and carefully protect 
soil.

Opening of the University Research Center Tulln, autumn 2011

Soil contact persons, contact in Lower Austria and the neighboring  
Danube region and friends:

Soil quality and international issues: Erwin Szlezak, Lower Austrian agricultural district 
authorities - Rural Development
Sustainability working group of the Working Community of the Danube Regions, www.
unserboden.at
Soil management: Josef Springer, Lower Austrian Chamber of Agriculture
www.noe.lko.at/?+Bodenschutz-Duengung+&id=2500,,1294819
Soil & water: Peter Strauss, BAW Petzenkirchen,
www.baw.at/index.php/ikt-home.html
Soil and law: Roland Norer (CH), www.unilu.ch
Soil data and soil research: Walter Wenzel, Tulln University Research Center, University 
of Natural Resources and Applied Life Sciences, Vienna, www.boku.ac.at/
Soil fertility and greening management: Wilfried Hartl, Bioforschung Austria
www.bioforschung.at
Population and municipalities: Thomas Mitterstöger, Energie und Umweltagentur NOe 
(energy and environmental agency Lower Austria), www.enu.at/angebot-natur-und-bo-
den
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Vermicomposting and production of organic fertilizer: Alfred Grand, www.vermigrand.
com
Austrian / international Soil Science Society / soil platform:
Sigbert Huber and Andreas Baumgarten, www.bodeninfo.net
Soil art: Irena Racek, Klemens Rybaczek, www.soilart.eu
European Land and Soil Alliance ELSA: Christian Steiner, www.bodenbündnis.org
VUPOP Soil Science and Conservation Research Institute (SK): Jaroslava SobockaÅL, 
www.vupop.sk
Municipality of Mosonmagyarovar (HU): Andrea Nemeth, www.mosonmagyarovar.hu
Nova Lhota (CZ): Antonin Okenka, www.novalhota.cz
EKOVIN (CZ): Milan Hluchý, association of ecological and integrated wine-growers,
www.ekovin.cz
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www.zeraagency.eu

Lead partner of all SONDAR projects:
SENEC association (BIENE; Soil and Bioenergy Network of European Countries)
Chairmen: Franz Rennhofer, Michael Singraber, Franz Rybaczek)
www.biene-netzwerk.at / www.sondar.eu

Friends:
Soil map of the Danube countries: Othmar Nestroy www.egam.tugraz.at
Foundations for Farming: Brian Oldreive ; www.foundationsforfarming.org
Greenway Training Grow Food Nature‘s Way: Ron Gilchrist; www.green-way.org.uk
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All photos:
Lower Austrian agricultural district authorities - 
Technical Department of Rural Development /
photographer: Nadja Meister

Dr. Erwin Szlezak, Grad. Eng.

Lower Austrian agricultural district authori-
ties
Technical Department of Rural Development
Sustainability Working Group of the
Working Community of the Danube Regions

3100 St. Poelten, Landhausplatz 1,
House #12, room #210
AUSTRIA
post.abb@noel.gv.at
erwin.szlezak@noel.gv.at

Tel: (+43)02742/9005-15291
www.unserboden.at
www.soilart.eu
www.bodenbuendnis.at
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