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Work Program
SOIL CONSERVATION and SUSTAINABILITY

IN THE DANUBE REGION

23" Meeting of the Working Group of Senior Officials
St. Poelten, October 10, 2013
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Working Community of the Danube Regions, Working Group on Sustainability, presiding: Lower Austria
Contact: Dr. Erwin Szlezak & Christian Steiner, Grad. Eng., Lower Austrian Agricultural District Authorities/

Department of Rural Development; e-mail: info@unserboden.at
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Contributions for Sustainable Development
in the Danube Region

Danube region as a model for linking European strategies and
procedures for sustainable treatment of

— soil (soil conservation)

— natural and social resources

— sustainability of rural regions

— sustainable economy

— responsible action on a regional and on a local scale
(regions and municipalities).

Pilot projects within the frame of the EU Strategy for the Danube

Region as a basis for “ bottom-up strategies” (participation): SONDAR
SK-AT, SONDAR HU-AT, SONDAR CZ-AT, SOPRO HU-AT, BeFoRe SK-AT
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Arbeitsprogramm Bodenschutz und Nachhaltigkeit im Donauraum
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Soil Conservation & Creation of Awareness

Area-wide Soil Conservation

Soil conservation and sustainable use of land are connected to water
qguality in the catchment area, soil quality and processes of soil degradation

Exemplary Topics:

» Carbon storage in soils through sustainable land use twice as high as in the
atmosphere

» functions and services of soil in spatial planning on a regional and
municipal scale

» establishing soil database and soil map for the Danube region
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Soil Conservation & Creation of Awareness:

Creation of Awareness
v' of the value of our limited and unrenewable soil resources

v of the need for more sustainable land use through cross-border projects and
initiatives on a municipal scale and in the educational sector

v' deepening and expansion of “artistic approach” towards soil conservation
through “soil art” and “with the Colours of the Earth”

» 70 Lower Austrian municipalities members of European Land and Soil Alliance
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Sustainability/Social Production u, ta, vienna, Bgld, styria
VALUE CREATION through APPRECIATION

Cooperation between enterprises, public institutions and social enterprises
create sustainable products and services:

100 practical examples from the region — for the region!

Starting Point & Vision:

v" “Social Production” for a sustainable type of economic activity, which is useful
and desirable in the view of all parties involved

v' manageable regional processes of production, no outsourcing to the Far East

v’ enterprises use enterprise waste in an innovative, creative and value creating
way for quality products ,




NIEDEROSTERREICHISCHE CHARTA m
FUR DEN LANDLICHEN RAUM m unser Boden
wir stehen drauf!

www.unserboden.at

Rural Development

Targets
v Information platform on a regional scale on projects

v’ establishing and strengthening of international contacts and networks

v’ technical statements on the rural area to superior decision-making levels
(national, EU and Danube region).

Procedure

» Extension of network of “Rural Development in the Danube Region”
» project database for cross-border and transnational projects

» presentation of prqigct Meetine nn March 26/77, 2014 at Tulln UFT
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v PAG6 SONDAR Soil Strategy Network in the Danube Region
v  PA7,8,9 SOPRO  Social Production
v PA7 SONDAR+ Sustainable Strategy Network in the Danube Region

v  PA9 BeFoRe Participation Processes with Focus on Global Responsibility



