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			Dear friends of the IDM!
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			Surprise! There is so much happening this May that we are sending you not just one, but two editions of our newsletter! The first weeks of the month have been marked by high political intensity across the Danube region and once again, IDM members have been at the forefront of interpreting these developments.
From Kyiv to Bucharest, Berlin to Warsaw, questions of democracy, influence, and integration are shaping national debates. Our director Sebastian Schäffer has been a key voice in this landscape: for Asharq News, he explored the precarious balance of unity and fragility in Ukraine’s future. On Radiotelevisión Española, he analysed Romania’s upcoming presidential elections and what they mean for the country’s European path. Finally, for Puls24 he reflected on the dynamics of Germany’s next chancellor race, a change that could have ripple effects across the continent.
Meanwhile, Malwina Talik brought Poland into the spotlight in her commentary for Nikkei Asia, examining how Warsaw’s leadership in the Three Seas Initiative is redefining regional cooperation and connectivity in Central and Eastern Europe.
But IDM’s work is not just about reacting to political change, it’s also about engaging with it directly. For Europe Day, Sebastian Schäffer delivered a video address at an event hosted by the Educational Center of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, reiterating our support for Ukraine’s European aspirations. More than 30 000 participants joined the live broadcast, reflecting the growing transnational interest in these vital discussions.
We have also turned our attention to the hidden forces shaping these transformations. Our analysis of Russian influence operations in Moldova highlights the ongoing challenges faced by countries on the path to EU membership, where external pressures continue to test domestic resilience.
And finally, IDM’s commitment to fostering dialogue took our team to Hamburg, where Sebastian Schäffer and Sophia Beiter contributed to a high-level exchange at the IFSH, focusing on European security and strategic cooperation in a time of mounting uncertainty.
As always, these media appearances and interventions are just the tip of the iceberg – scroll down to discover more updates from the IDM team!

Marie Bourgeois, Trainee







		




			IDM Director in Ukraine
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	For the third time since the full-scale invasion, IDM Director Sebastian Schäffer went to Ukraine. This time he went back to Kyiv, meeting with several stakeholders as per the Memorandum of Understanding with the Secretariat of the Verkhovna Rada.









		Read more 




		




			Analysis on and from the region







			IDM Short Insights 46: Budapest’s Bridge Occupations. Hungarian demos against anti-LGBT+ laws
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			In April, demonstrators symbolically occupied Budapest’s famous bridges to protest against a new anti-LGBTQ+ amendment passed by Hungary’s Fidesz-led parliament in March. Their goal? To raise awareness about the restrictions on the right to assembly and the broader erosion of human rights in the country. But how did the government react to the protests? And what’s the real political tactic behind Fidesz’s latest move? Julia Mits (IDM) reporting from Budapest (Hungary).







		




			IDM Blog
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	You can read these and other articles here:
  






		IDM Blog 




		




			IDM in den Medien
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Lesen und hören Sie die Beiträge hier:

Radiotelevisión Española
Puls24
Asharq News 







			Sebastian Schäffer for Radiotelevisión Española, Puls24 ans Asharq News







		




			Malwina Talik for Nikkei
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Read the article here:

Nikkei

  







		




			Péter Techet für das Opportunity Institute
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Lesen Sie den Beitrag hier:

Opportunity Institute 







		




				Further Activities of the IDM Team










			IDM Director Sebastian Schäffer visits Research Service of the Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv
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	On 28 April 2025, the Research Service of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine welcomed Sebastian Schäffer, Director of the Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe (IDM), to Kyiv, marking a significant milestone in their collaborative efforts under the Memorandum of Cooperation signed in July 2024.




		




			Video message by IDM Director for event on Europe Day organized by the Educational Center of the Verkhovna Rada
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	During his visit in Kyiv, IDM Director Sebastian Schäffer recorded a video message for participants of a special online event for Europe Day. More than 30.000 participants from Ukraine and other European countries participated in the live broadcast organised by the Educational Center of the Verkhovna Rada. We congratulate our partners to this extraordinary achievement and look forward to continue our cooperation!
The whole event can be rewatched (in Ukrainian) on YouTube, the video message is available from minute 34:00.




		




			Sebastian Schäffer and Sophia Beiter at the IFSH in Hamburg









		[image: https://mcusercontent.com/20c5d630510755a457b04c4cb/images/ef9cc7ff-6e5e-61f3-5a64-b5ac7844ad52.jpg]




		[image: https://mcusercontent.com/20c5d630510755a457b04c4cb/images/8302a42b-3c6f-f6ba-36b8-1be0fcab7b5b.jpg]


	[image: https://mcusercontent.com/20c5d630510755a457b04c4cb/images/d982d0ac-4db9-bf48-6a09-4e2bf96c549f.jpg]




		
	From 9 to 10 May 2025, Sebastian Schäffer and Sophia Beiter held a university course “The Future of European and Transatlantic Integration in the Black Sea Region – Perspectives and Scenarios” at the Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy (IFSH) in Hamburg. The course examined the current geopolitical dynamics in the Black Sea region and their implications for Europe’s future. Particular emphasis was placed on the war in Ukraine, the unresolved conflicts in the Republic of Moldova (Transnistria and Gagauzia), and the prospects for EU enlargement. Building on this, students developed various future scenarios for the region.  
IDM cooperates since 2019 with the Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy of the Hamburg University and is a residency institute for their master students. 









		




			“A Digital Battlefield”: Sebastian Schäffer and Malwina Talik about Russian disinformation







		[image: https://mcusercontent.com/20c5d630510755a457b04c4cb/images/6dffd4c1-7f78-a193-7142-319fd373796d.png]

	“A Digital Battlefield: How Russian Disinformation Influences Voter Behaviour in Central and Eastern Europe”, an article by Sebastian Schäffer and Malwina Talik, was published in How to Defend Democracy in the Digital Age, a volume produced through the collaboration of TOPAZ, the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies, and the Campus Tivoli. 
In their analysis, the authors examine Russian disinformation tactics in the electoral context, highlight past instances of confirmed interference, and focus on the cases of Romania, Moldova, and Poland.

The publication is available in both English and Czech. Find out more here. 




		




			Further news:









		IDM Newsroom 




		




			Past Events
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		Rewatch here 
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		Erneut ansehen 






		Briefing 




		






			Upcoming Events
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		Registration on-site Participation 






		Registration Online Participation 
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		Anmeldung 
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		Weitere Informationen und Anmeldung 
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		Weitere Informationen und Anmeldung 






		






			Unser aktuelles Veranstaltungsprogramm finden Sie hier.
You can find our current event programme here.









		






			Veranstaltungshinweis









		[image: https://mcusercontent.com/20c5d630510755a457b04c4cb/images/c82df96a-cdb9-aca6-d762-86a261e5dc52.png]

	3.-5.6.2025
Ort: Campus der Universität Wien („Altes AKH“), Festival-Zelt in Hof 1
Eintritt frei!

Thursday, 05 June, 2025 17:50 - 18:45 CEST / RECET Festival

Projektpräsentation und Paneldiskussion mit Christina Hainzl (Donau-Universität Krems) und Peter Techet (Institut für den Donauraum und Mitteleuropa, IDM), moderiert von Sebastian Schäffer (IDM).
Europäische Un/Ordnungen, die Politik der Grenzen und die Rolle von Bildern und kulturellen Narrativen
  







			






			IDM-Mitgliedschaft



		IDM Membership 









			Mitglieder profitieren von zahlreichen Angeboten, darunter regelmäßige Updates zu Veranstaltungen, kostenlose Abonnements unserer Publikationen Info Europa (3 x jährlich), IDM Policy Paper Series (mehrmals jährlich) und unseren jährlichen Tätigkeitsbericht sowie 20 % Rabatt auf das Abo der wissenschaftlichen Fachzeitschrift Der Donauraum (sowie auf das Einzelheft).



		Members profit from our numerous formats, including information about IDM events on a regular basis, free subscriptions to our publications Info Europa (3 x per year), IDM Policy Paper Series (several times per year) and our Annual Report. We also offer a discount of 20% on your subscription to the journal “Der Donauraum” (“The Danube Region”) as well as single publications.
 









		Werden Sie jetzt Mitglied! / Become a member today! 
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Unsere Anschrift lautet:
Institut für den Donauraum und Mitteleuropa
Hahngasse 6/24
A-1090 Wien
www.idm.at

Falls Sie keine weiteren Zusendungen des Instituts für den Donauraum und Mitteleuropa (IDM) wünschen, klicken Sie bitte auf den Link unten. Für Rückfragen schicken Sie uns gerne ein Mail an idm@idm.at. 
Datenschutzerklärung
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Our mailing address is:
Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe
Hahngasse 6/24
A-1090 Vienna
www.idm.at

If you do not wish any further mailings from the Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe (IDM), please click on the link at the bottom. Should you have any questions, please send us an email to idm@idm.at. 
Privacy Policy
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